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Prepared for Action: Observations in Acts of the Apostles is a study of acts of God in 

establishing the Church with new believers in charge!   

Session 1:  Love Came Down 
 

Session 1 Learning Objectives: 

 Understand the mission, role, power, and methods of the Holy Spirit by 

studying His work in maturing believers in the book of Acts 

 Be able to identify growth in his or her own Christian maturity as they progress 

through this study    

Study Fly Over 

The book of Acts is historical, apologetic, and can even be used as a defense of Paul’s apostleship.  

But the primary purpose of Acts, according to Dr. Stanley Toussaint, is: 

“To explain with the Gospel of Luke the orderly and sovereignly directed progress of 

the kingdom message from Jews to Gentiles, and from Jerusalem to Rome.” i 

The work of the Holy Spirit is showcased in Acts, beginning with Acts 1:8, the verse in which Jesus   

expresses His purpose.    

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;  

and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,  

and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 

In this Study a “believer” will be defined as a person who has trusted Christ alone as 

Savior, who receives the benefits of eternal life, including the indwelling Holy Spirit, and 

has an eternal relationship with God which cannot be lost.   

God acts in the lives of believers through the Holy Spirit.  Throughout this study we will see the 

indwelling Spirit guide (Rom. 8:14); comfort (Jn. 14:16); convict (Jn. 16:8); direct (Acts 16:6-7); and 

strengthen (Acts 9:31) the Church.  These attributes of the Holy Spirit will be used to both focus our 

attention and, in the “Applications” sections of this study, focus our actions.  As God acts in our lives 

through the work of the Holy Spirit, He transforms and matures new believers into seasoned believers 

(1 Pet. 2:2).   

The people of Acts are examples for us.  Many of the things they had to learn, we also must learn as 

we mature as believers.  They were the initial salt and light to the world (Matt. 5:13-14), just as we are 
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called to be salt and light today.  They proclaimed the gospel with power and authority through the 

indwelling Holy Spirit.  Through the enabling work of the Holy Spirit, these new believers became the 

Church!  This combination of proclaiming the gospel and holy living is the way we are called to live. 

We will season this study with the salt of holy living through a parallel study of 1 Peter, all the time 

praying that our hearts will be rekindled with the same faith, hope, and love of the one disciple of 

whom Jesus said, “… you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church…” (Matt. 1:18).   

The epistle of 1 Peter, addresses issues of importance in today’s contemporary western world, such 

as: 

1. What characterizes a God-honoring relationship between a believer and society? 

2. How are we to live?  Under what circumstances is it better to suffer than to sin? 

3. How should we behave when truths of Christianity are challenged as “foreign” and “out of 

touch” in a culture that legitimizes values and behaviors contrary to the Christian life?  

Some may demand that believers conform to society’s norms and standards, but the Lord demands 

that we follow Christ which requires a believer to trust God, learn from Him, serve others, and 

persevere.  It involves daily living (Lk. 9:23) under the Holy Spirit’s guidance as illustrated throughout 

the book of Acts. 

Thus, 1 Peter is relevant in times of persecution when following Christ may limit opportunities, alienate 

friends, and challenge the expression of faith and the gospel. 

 

Important Tips for Scripture Access 

Scriptures are accessed from www.biblegateway.com, and are from the New King 

James Version with occasional use of the New International Version, and New Living 

Translation.    

Session Scripture references are available via hyperlink.  These references are shown at the beginning 

of the Context section of each Session and will open all the Acts and 1 Peter verses.   

Verses from other books of the Bible will be accessible from a hyperlink in the paragraph where used. 

To open Scripture text in a second window, copy the main Session Scripture links to the new window 

and open the texts there. 

 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/


© EvanTell, Inc., 2015,  All rights reserved.     pg. 3 

Context and Annotated Outline of the Session 

Scriptures 

Session 1 Scriptures:  Acts 1:1-2:47; I Peter 1:1-25 

Context 

As Luke 24:44-53 says, after His resurrection Jesus spent forty days with His disciples, meeting from time 

to time, teaching, and revealing truth by “opening the Scripture” to them.  He commissions them in 

Luke 24:46-49.  “46Thus, it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and rise from the 

dead the third day, 47and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to 

all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  48And you are witnesses of these things.  49Behold I send the 

Promise of My Father upon you, but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power 

from on high.”   

Jesus assembled these disciples, who were believers but had not yet received the Holy Spirit, near 

Bethany and commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to “wait for the promise of the Father, 4 

…‘which, He said, you have heard from Me, 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ ” Acts 1:4-5. 

The disciples returned to Jerusalem to the Upper Room to await the baptism of the Holy Spirit, their 

Helper.  The Spirit arrived and publicly demonstrated His enabling power among the disciples during 

the feast of Pentecost.  Peter preached the gospel sermon, and the Holy Spirit opened the hearts of 

3,000 people to place their trust in Christ for salvation.  Thus, the little remnant of disciples were joined 

by 3,000 new believers. 

In our companion text, 1 Peter 1:1-25, we hear from Peter about living out the Christian life.   

Jews from three of the locations listed in 1 Peter are mentioned as being present at that Pentecost, 

but it is not known whether any of them became believers or were among the people addressed by 

this epistle.ii  The believers in 1 Peter were undergoing persecution.  Peter exhorted them to live as 

“God’s special people.”  We can hear in his letter the type of exhortation that Peter likely provided to 

Believers over the years as the Church grew and Peter was spiritually matured by God. 

Annotated Outline 

An annotated outline helps “keep our place” in the sequence of the passage and 

explains important elements of the passage.  Use the outline as a quick reference and to 

focus your Group discussions. 

Acts 1:1-26 

1. Prologue – Luke explains that Acts is a sequel to the Gospel of Luke.  He asserts that proofs, 

such as the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus (where people interacted with Him), prove 

that Jesus rose from the dead. 1:1-5 

2. Jesus answers the disciples’ question about the establishment of the literal Kingdom. 1:6,7 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A44-53+&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A46-49+&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A4-5&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A1-25&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-26&version=NKJV
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a. Jesus does not dispute the fact that a literal kingdom will be established.  He adjusts 

their thinking about the timing of its arrival and tells them not to worry about “times and 

seasons,” because they are under the Father’s authority.iii 

b. Jesus then explains that the disciples are the ones who will spread the message from 

Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. 

3. The Holy Spirit is promised by Christ in the context of enabling their mission. 1:8 

4. Jesus ascends to Heaven.  The ascension indicates that the work of Christ in atonement is 

complete.  He is alive today, interceding for us, sitting at the right hand of the Father. (Col. 3:1)  

He will return just as He left.  1:9-11 

5. An extended prayer meeting takes place in Upper Room, Jerusalem. 1:12-14 

a. The prayer meeting of the disciples lasted ten days.     

b. There were 120 disciples and apostles in the room.   

6. Matthias is chosen by lot to replace Judas.  1:15-26. 

 

Acts 2:1-47 

1. The Holy Spirit descends upon the disciples with the great sound, and the light like flames, and 

the filling with the Spirit.  God gives them the supernatural ability to speak languages they 

have never learned.  It was a stupendous baptism!  Since this first day at Pentecost, a new 

believer does not need to pray for the Holy Spirit to come.  The new believer’s trust in Christ as 

Savior (salvation) causes the instantaneous indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 2:1-4 

a. A crowd of Jews from every nation, residents and pilgrims,iv came into the street as a 

result of the loud noise made when the Holy Spirit descended.   

b. Each person is amazed by hearing the disciples speaking in his own native language.   

God through the Holy Spirit miraculously supplies the ability of the disciples to speak in 

the native dialects of the hearers (dialectō).v  2:5-13 

2. Peter preaches the great sermon announcing the gospel and the action of the Holy Spirit.  He 

relates the event to the prophecy of Joel.  2:14-21, Joel 2:28-32. 

a. The sermon has a single theme: Jesus is the Messiah and Lord.  Toussaint emphasizes 

that the word “Lord” used in v. 36, referring to Christ, probably is a reference to 

Yahweh.  The word “kyrios” is used of God in verses 21, 34, and 39.vi 

b. The gospel of Christ is preached – who He is, what He has done, beginning with 

reminding the crowd of miracles Jesus had demonstrated.  Peter explains that even 

though His crucifixion and resurrection were planned by God, the people who crucified 

Jesus still bore responsibility for their actions.   He expresses that the Father provided the 

promised Holy Spirit and He empowered those who were speaking in many languages 

that day.  He makes the climactic announcement:  “Therefore let all the house of Israel 

know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 

Christ.”  2:22-36 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.+3%3A1&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-47&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel+2%3A28-32&version=NKJV
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c. The Holy Spirit “cut” (katenygēsan – “to strike or prick violently, to stun”)vii the hearers in 

their hearts – opening them to the gospel and they ask “Men and brethren, what shall 

we do?”   Here we see the Holy Spirit CONVICTING of sin.  2:37 

3. Peter explains what is required for salvation.  “Repent” (plural) derives from Greek words 

meaning “to change one’s mind or turn away from” – so they are all to turn from trusting 

themselves or any other god to trusting Christ as the only “Name” by which they can be 

saved.   Baptism (singular) is the individual act of publicly demonstrating the inward reality of 

trusting Christ in the person’s life.  They are each to be baptized.viii  2:38 

4. The promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit is given to every believer, near and far, then and 

forever.   2:39 

5. Peter teaches them.  And the Church is born with 3,000 responding to the Holy Spirit and 

declaring their faith in Christ.  They are baptized and continue to meet together.  They form a 

vital, growing community, supporting people, praising God, learning more about how to avoid 

sin, and living as new and growing believers. 2:39-47.   

1 Peter 1:1-25 

1. The very beginning of the epistle identifies the people, not only by their location, but by their 

spiritual condition.  1:1-2 

2. Peter reminds the believers that they are “the elect,” chosen for salvation by God the Father 

only because of His grace and love for them.  He describes the “living hope” of the believer 

and the expected inheritance kept for us in Heaven.  1:3-5 

3. Peter explains that a living faith and the joy of their salvation will sustain them even in 

persecution, and that even angels desired to “look into” the gospel they had received 

through people who preached through the Holy Spirit.  1:6-12 

4. “Therefore”, e.g. because of, these glorious things, and resting their hope in the grace 

available to them, they should live before God as obedient people, striving for holy conduct.  

1:13-16 

5. Peter assures them they can call on the Father, trusting Him to preserve them.  1:17-21 

6. Peter explains that the Holy Spirit has given them the truth on which they base their 

obedience. They are born again (anew), through the Word of God which lives forever. 1:22-25  

 



© EvanTell, Inc., 2015,  All rights reserved.     pg. 6 

 

 

Observations on Acts 1 and 2 

 

1.  Acts 1:1-8 indicates that the disciples heard Jesus discuss the literal kingdom of God on earth 

during the 40 days after His resurrection. They wondered if the time had come.  He explained 

that the Father knew the time and that they need not be concerned – it would come one 

day.   On the day He ascended, He told them how the gospel would be spread by THEM as 

witnesses, and that He would send the Holy Spirit to empower them to achieve their mission.  

They went to Jerusalem in obedience and spent ten days in prayer and supplication.  

  

Understanding   

Jesus told the disciples that the Holy Spirit would empower their mission.   He had reassured them 

that He would be their Savior forever.  The various “infallible proofs” of miracles, signs, and 

wonders were strong support for their faith.  When viewed in light of the Word of God through the 

prophets, and the facts of the crucifixion, resurrection, and His ascension to Heaven the disciples 

also found courage to believe He would one day return.  All believers share this same faith and 

can look ahead with the same hope of His return.   

 

Application - Ponder and Pray Questions – DIRECT, STRENGTHEN 

The disciples had to transform (Rom. 12:2) their thinking.  They were the ones who would take the 

extraordinary truth of “God with Us” and salvation, to the world.  Jesus had told them “… to wait 

for what the Father had promised… (Acts 1:4).  He was sending the Holy Spirit to make sure they 

could achieve their mission, no matter what the obstacles.  They had to trust that He would do as 

He said.  They knew they could talk with Him – their prayers would be heard, just like yours are 

heard. 

Have you ever had to radically re-direct your thinking about what the Lord was doing in 

your life?  Did you have to change? How? What gave you the courage to do it? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The gift of the Spirit, was the sign that the Messiah had come, and the new era had begun 

(Luke 3:1-17, esp. 3-6, 16; Mark 1:8; Matt. 3:11; Acts 1:8, 2:4, 16-19). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A1-17&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A8&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.+3%3A11&version=NKJV
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Understanding     

One can know fully that the Messiah has come when the baptism of the Spirit comes.ix  This 

baptism saves and protects from judgment, portraying not only the cleansing from sin, but also 

the indwelling of God as a result of the cleansing.  “The bridge from the old era to the new is 

crossed when Jesus brings the Spirit.  Jesus’s ministry itself is the connection point.  The Messiah 

bestows the Spirit, having received the Spirit from the Father.  The Spirit will indwell and empower 

them for mission.” x 

 

Application - Ponder and Pray Questions – INDWELL, GUIDE 

 

When does the baptism of the Holy Spirit take place in the life of a believer today?   

        

 

What should you expect to be able to do in your service to the Lord as a result of the Holy     

Spirit’s enabling presence?   

 

             

In 1745, Charles Wesley wrote the hymn, Come Thou Everlasting Spirit, which you might want to       

read.  In the lyrics there is this line, “Preach His Gospel to our Heart.”  

 

In what sense does the Holy Spirit “preach” to us and to people with whom we share the 

gospel?  In view of this, how should we pray? 

 

3. Please read this information in John 16 that Jesus shared about the Holy Spirit (John 16:7-15). 

One of these great truths is that the Holy Spirit would “convict the world of sin, and of 

righteousness, and of judgment.”  A divine work is required to convince people of sin, 

judgment, and their lack of righteousness.   

 

 

 

 

http://cyberhymnal.org/htm/c/o/t/comtelas.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A7-15&version=NKJV
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Understanding     

The Holy Spirit’s Role in Evangelism is explained in a wonderful teaching on p. 1187 of 

The Evangelism Study Bible.xi  If you have this resource from EvanTell read that teaching.  If 

you do not have the resource, go to this blog post on the topic.    

 

 

Application - Ponder and Pray Questions – CONVICT, GUIDE, STRENGTHEN 

Based on the fact that “faith comes by hearing”, but the Spirit is the agent of 

conversion, what is your role in sharing the gospel, and what is God’s role? 

 

 

 

The Holy Spirit reveals to a person that they are a sinner, and also helps a person realize how they 

can be forgiven.  Think about the passage in John, especially 16: 7-11.   

When sharing the gospel with someone, how might you pray for the person?  

 

 

4. The Feast of Weeks, celebrating the harvest, (Pentecost), was 50 days after Passover Sabbath 

(Lev. 23:15, 16).  Apparently the disciples had a wait of about 10 days from the time of the 

ascension of Christ to Pentecost, since Christ had been with them for 40 days after His 

resurrection.   

 

Sometime during the ten days, Peter called an assembly of those in the Upper Room.  The 

disciples had not yet received the Holy Spirit when they conducted their assembly.  Yet, they 

knew that it was important that they replace Judas to complete their number.    The 120 

people in the group in the Upper Room comprised the number required for any assembly 

required by Jewish law for a council.xii  So, Matthias was elected both legally and officially.  

Since they prayed “with one accord” they were spiritually in alignment, too.   

This is the only occurrence recorded in the New Testament where casting lots was used, even 

though it had been a fairly common occurrence in the Old Testament. (Prov. 16:33)   

 

        

       

http://evantell.org/Tools/Article-Detail/Article/103/The-Ministry-of-the-Holy-Spirit-in-Evangelism#sthash.jD9JNPP6.dpbs
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A7-11&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lev.+23%3A15%2C+16&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.+16%3A33&version=NKJV
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Understanding     

The apostles selected the method of casting lots to select either Matthias or Joseph (Barsabas), 

based on what they knew of God’s involvement in lots cast in the past as described in the 

Hebrew Scriptures, just as the Proverbs passage says.   

Application - Ponder and Pray Questions – GUIDE, STRENGTHEN 

 

How should we pray for our church or ministry meetings?  Should our outcomes or 

expectations be different based on our assurance of the Holy Spirit’s presence in all the 

believers in the group?  Should we prepare differently?  Why or why not? 

 

   

5. Peter’s great sermon made it clear that God came into our world, lived among us, died on our 

behalf to save us, and rose from the dead to prove His triumph was complete. Peter said that 

people must trust in Christ alone as Savior, and there is NO other Name whereby we can be 

saved.  Consider how serious “pluralism” is (the belief that there are multiple ways to have a 

relationship with God that may exclude Christ).  What are the implications of this belief? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. As you read 1 Peter 1:1-25, consider that becoming a believer transforms a person into a New 

Creation who is endowed by the Holy Spirit.  Because of our new position in Christ we are a 

“foreigner” and sojourner in the world living a unique life in Christ.  Select ONE thing from the 

Peter Scripture passage that you want to share with the Group.  Write it here: 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A1-25&version=NKJV
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Deciding to Grow 
For You and the Holy Spirit to Consider  

Imagine the jubilation over YOUR salvation as angels rejoiced in Heaven on the day when you 

trusted Christ as Savior.  Why not remember your first love for Jesus and focus on Him this 

week?  What are three ways that you could renew your “first love” for Jesus – here’s one way 

to “get you started”. 

 

1. Remember what your “first love” for Jesus was like and write down some words that 

describe it. 

 

 

2.  

 

 

       

3.     

 

 

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal one area where you can see God working in your life.   

1. Write down this area of your life here, or in your Journal. 

 

 

2. Record your specific prayer request that involves the help of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

3. If you do not know how to pray for this request, ask the Holy Spirit to pray for you!  
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With Your Group 

Each person in a Group will complete their Session material individually and bring their materials, 

and Journal, with them to Group Meeting.  If someone has NOT completed a Session, they should 

listen to the discussion, primarily because they will not have engaged with the Holy Spirit prior to 

the Session.  They will gain insight from the other Members’ discussion and conclusions. 

Have your Group Meeting after Members have had at least two weeks to complete the Session. 

Come prepared to discuss at least three of the Application questions with the other Members.  

You might rotate the facilitation of the Group, and make sure everyone has a chance to speak. 

Here’s a possible Agenda, however, feel free to modify it to fit your Group. We suggest a 75-90 

minute meeting, with snacks, every 3 weeks.  If you have a particularly engaged Group, use a 

two week schedule and you will finish the Study in a 12 week period of time.   

Sample Group Meeting Agenda 

Prayer using the Session Scripture 

Introduce the Session (we will provide a short intro in each Session’s material): 

The Book of Acts records experiences that help us realize the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  

Jesus is not only central in Luke’s gospel, but Acts shows us how our risen Lord Jesus continues 

to be active.  God’s plan for mankind cannot be fulfilled without Jesus.  As we look at 

Observations in Acts, we will see Him proclaimed and learn more about how to proclaim the 

gospel ourselves. 

Have a Member read the first Observation and the Understanding related to it 

Ask Group Members to discuss the Application for that Observation.  If there is special relevance to 

something going on in your ministry, dwell on those responses. 

Pray simple sentence prayer(s) for ministry issues that are raised in your discussion. 

Move on to the next Observation and use the same approach.  Cover at least 3 Observations. Let 

the Members choose which ones they want to discuss. 

Be sure to note how Members responded to the question from 1 Peter on page 9. 

When you are about 10 minutes from the end of your allotted time, set the next session meeting date 

and time.   

Ask if anyone in the Group needs a prayer for anything that came up as they studied the Session. 
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Close with a prayer relating to the Application area of most interest to your Group. 

 

 

Endnotes: 

 
i Toussaint, Stanley. Acts, p. 351, The Bible Knowledge Commentary, New Testament, Victor, Cook 

Communications Ministries, Colorado Springs, CO, 1983, 2004. 
ii Jobes, Karen H. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, 1 Peter, (Baker Academic, 

Grand Rapids, MI, 2005, p. 27. 
iii Toussaint. p. ______. 
iv Bock, Darrell, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, Acts, (Baker Academic, Grand 

Rapids, MI, 2007), 
v Bock, Darrell.  p. 102. 
vi Toussaint. p. 358, 359. 
vii Ibid., 359, v. 237 
viii Ibid, 359. 
ix Bock, Darrell.  p. 57. 
x Ibid. 
xi Moyer, Dr. R. Larry, The Evangelism Study Bible, (Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, MI, 2014), p. 

1187. 
xii Jeremiah, David. The Jeremiah Study Bible, note to Acts 1:14, 15, p. 1486. 

 

 

 

If you have questions, you may contact M.M. Gibson at mgibson@evantell.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 


