
3 Reasons for This Bible Study 

There are three good reasons we decided 

to write a Bible study about God’s work in 

making disciples: 

1. The Holy Spirit creates opportunities to 

share the gospel, and clients trust Christ 

and are saved! So there will always be 

New Believers who need disciples to 

model how to grow as a Christ-follower.   

2. We need spiritual maturity to lead others 

through difficult times.  We bring grace 

and the gospel to bear directly at the 

point of a client’s need. We rely on 

capabilities that only God can provide, 

at the right time, for their benefit. 

3. Regardless of how long we have loved 

and served God, we can learn more 

from Him through His Holy Spirit as we 

study the Bible, reflect on its meaning, 

and seek to apply it to our daily life.   

So… 

We decided to offer a Bible study focused 

on the work of God, through the Holy Spirit, 

in the life of a Believer.    

 As Romans 8:11 says, He is “the Spirit who 

raised Christ from the dead.”  The Holy Spirit 

resides in each new believer immediately 

upon salvation, to help her:  

Leave her old life without Jesus and embark 

on the new, far better, life with Him as a New 

Creation.  Trusting the Holy Spirit to help with 

life adjustments we need to make. 

Undertake the lifelong joy of knowing God 

better by studying His Word, loving Him, and 

expecting the Holy Spirit to teach us. 

Take the step of baptism, and participate in 

a local congregation of believers. 

Be His ambassador!  Share the gospel! 

Obey God by going and doing as He wills 

and reorganizing our life as needed to do it. 

Learn to serve God by truly caring for others. 

Pray with conviction and assurance that 

God hears our prayers and answers. 

Rest in God’s will and provision for our future, 

in good times and tough times, near or far. 

Know, without a doubt, that we will one day 

live in Heaven with The Lord.   

Prepared for Action! 
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Introduction:  Watching God Work!  

A great way to grasp how God works 

through the Holy Spirit to develop a new 

believer is to study how He has done it!  We 

have selected the book of The Acts of the 

Apostles with companion texts from 1 Peter 

as the primary Scriptures for this study.   

 

Why study these books? 

The Acts of the Apostles (Acts) is more than 

the early history of the church.  Acts 

illustrates the work of God through the Holy 

Spirit in maturing and equipping “new 

creations.”  He equips them for service in a 

number of ways that we will explore.  

Anyone who has read the gospels knows 

that the apostles had gaps in their 

understanding.  They had mixed reactions 

to their roles in relationship with Christ – just 

as we do.  The apostles, and all the believers to 

whom they ministered, were all new creations!   

The same Holy Spirit of God who lived in the 

apostles and disciples after Pentecost lives 

in all who trust Jesus as Savior today. 

The Holy Spirit is as available and active in 

us to accomplish our purpose as He was in 

them!  We all need His power.   

He opens our minds to the Scripture – the 

sword of the Spirit.  He leads us, convicts of 

sin and righteousness. Let’s learn more 

about Him and ourselves together! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Lesson Structure: 6 sessions  

1 every 2 weeks   Download worksheets 

& links.   Individual or Group (Preferred) 

Each Prepared for Action lesson has a specific 

Learning Goal and is divided into three parts:  

Observation, Understanding, and Application.   

Observation contains: 

 The Scripture address linked to the 

passage in Bible Gateway, so you can 

project it or access it on your tablet.  

 What’s happening? Context, people, 

and activities. 

 What technique did God use through 

the Holy Spirit to mature the spiritual life 

of the person or group? 

Understanding “gets you started” then 

            guides you to discover more.   

 Tips: Insights! How the Holy Spirit 

worked in the passage with someone.  

Seeing Truth. Outcomes. Surprises!   

 Questions and cross-references that 

shed light on the work and techniques 

that God uses to mature a disciple.   

 Ponder and Pray Questions 

Remember times in your life that show 

you how God worked through the 

Holy Spirit to mature YOU.   

Application focuses on work God is 

doing through the Holy Spirit in your 

life right now! 

 Ponder and Pray Questions  

 Deciding to Grow. Consider areas in 

your life in which you see God 

working, and request the Holy Spirit’s 

help growing you in spiritual maturity. 

 Discussion, Support, and Celebration 

with your group as you see maturity 

God is providing to you through and 

for your calling. 
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ASSIGNMENT #1:   BEFORE SESSION 1 

(SESSION 1 POSTS ON FEBRUARY 23, 2015) 

READ THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

COMPLETELY, AT LEAST ONE TIME 

 Prepared for Action!              
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All Course Titles and Scriptures 

Note:  If you use a Journal for this course, you’ll be glad you did! 

Prepared for Action!  Observations in Acts of the Apostles as a series of acts of God in 

establishing the Church with New Believers in charge!   

Introduction:  Watching God Work, Lesson Structure – ASSIGNMENT #1 

Lesson 1.   How It All Began:  Love Came Down  

Acts 1:1-2:47; I Peter 1:1-25 

Lesson 2: Peter and God’s Invitation to the World 

Acts 3:1 – 4:37; I Peter 2:-25; Zech. 2:10 

Lesson 3: Change Your Mind - Change the World 

Acts 7:1-60, 9:32-43; 10:-48; I Peter 3:1-22 

Lesson 4: Life Turned Inside Out 

John 16:13; Acts 7:54-9:1-13; I Peter 4:1-19; Romans 8:2 

Lesson 5: Stop! In the Name of God! 

Acts 16:1-40; I Peter 5:1-14; Romans 8:15 

Lesson 6: Going Rome-ing – And What Happens Next! 

Acts 22, 28:31; Isaiah 11-2; 2 Peter 1:1-21 

Free Online Easy-Access Tools 

 Landing page on SMSC Blog:  Prepared for Action! 

 Link to Holy Spirit in the Scriptures Survey  

 List of Commentaries, Resources, Apps 

 Download of Each Session and Session Objectives (PDF with links) 

o Context of the Passages, Questions, Prayer Points, Tips 

o Link to Scriptures via Bible Gateway 

o Observations on the Scriptures 

o Discussion: Questions and Big idea  

o Prayer Points 
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Introduction: Ponder and Pray Questions 

1. Have I ever really focused on discipleship in an intentional way?  When and how 

did I do it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How did Sunday School or youth group contribute to my discipleship?  Who do I 

remember that helped me understand God’s Word and His expectations of a 

New Believer when I was so “new”?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is it possible to thank these people?  If so, would I like to thank them so they 

know what their labor meant to me? 

 

 

 

3. What Scriptures from this session’s assignment resonated most with me?  Why? 

 

 

 

4.  What connections did the Holy Spirit help me to make as I read the entire book 

of The Acts of the Apostles?  

 

 

 

 

 

5. Anything else? 
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BIG IDEA:  After praying about it, and considering it 

carefully, what is the BIG IDEA FOR ME in this session? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Points for this Session: 

1.  God is your Father.  Pray for a deeper understanding of His role in 

your life as your Father. 

2.  God is your Shepherd.  His sheep know His voice. 

a. Pray to be more alert to His voice as you read the Scripture.   

b. Pray to recognize His voice through others. 

 For prayer inspiration for today, click here.    

 

This link takes you Prayer Power Ministries® (PPM) website.  Click on 

Today’s Prayer Devotional. On the PPM site you will find many other 

helps to build your prayer life. PPM is a partner of EvanTell and SMSC, 

helping centers build a more dynamic prayer foundation for their 

ministry. 
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Young Believers are  

New Creations, too! 
Recognize that your children who have trusted 

Christ are New Believers in the truest sense!  The 

Holy Spirit lives in them and each child can be 

nurtured in Scripture, at their pace, to be in touch 

with God daily or more often, realizing that God is 

involved with his/her life, every minute of every 

day.  Young believers can be very powerful people 

of God. They can memorize Scripture very quickly.   

 

 

 

 

 

 New Believer Couples  

Need Support 
Consider how to present the gospel to couples 

through friendship and grace.  After each has 

trusted Christ for salvation and the Holy Spirit is 

guiding them, discipleship by a mature Christian 

couple is incredibly important.  Individuals may not 

progress at the same rate or with the same 

willingness to grow, or may have sin adjustments to 

make.  Each may have different willingness to make 

connections with God’s word and other believers.  

Don’t expect consistency.  Help couples get into a 

New Believer’s Bible Study, and don’t drop them 

into a regular adult Bible Study class without basic 

preparation. 

New Believers Can Survive 

Teen Peer Pressure  
Teen New Believers need to develop 

understanding of the depth of God’s love for 

them, and the protection and power 

available through the Holy Spirit’s help for 

them.  They need to understand what a 

“call” in one’s life in means and how one 

responds in obedience.  Learning to adjust  

one’s life to the abundant, instead of the 

culture’s poor imitation, is crucial.  Teach 

them to pray and to read the Bible.  Find a 

joyful church with a teen Bible study group 

that is challenging, and leaders that love 

teens! Buy a contemporary translation study 

Bible like the New Living Translation.  
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